
JBLOnBeatXtreme
I Speakerdock

I
£500

JBLlooks to worrythe ' premium'dockbigguns
If you' re forkingout£500foraniPod
dock

, youexpect a certainstandard of

build
,

finishandfeatures . JBLdoesthejob
nicelyherewithitsBluetooth-enabled
OnBeatXtremedock . Sportingtwinmid

/

bassdriversandtweeters in a quirky
' crossed-arms'enclosure

,

it'
s
an

eyecatching affair - andthankfully it doesn' t

feelplasticky or cheap . Thatgoesforthe
welllaid-outremotecontrol

,

too.

Decent low-endcloutanddetail
DockingouriPodTouchintothesupplied

( sadlyratherfiddlyandflimsy ) rotating
clamp ,

wegottheballrollingwith a blast
of

ChanChanbytheBuenaVistaSocialClub.
There'

s certainlynoshortage of

lowfrequencyhefthere - impressive , given
theOnBeat'

s relativelysmalldrivers.
Thedetailpresent in thesweet

midrangeandtreble is rarely
swampedbythis

, though ;

if

anything themidrangecould
dowith a littletempering
at highervolumes.

Individual instruments
aregivenplenty of breathing
space , althoughvocals
sometimessound a little

dampedwhenthegoinggetsreally
complicatedDynamics arehandledwith
noalarms

, though ,

andthere'
s plenty of

scope to goloudshouldyoufancy a little
neighbour-baiting.

Uncoupleyoursourceandpair it with
theOnBeatviaBluetooth

(a quick , painless
task

)

andresultsaredecentgiventhe
constraints

of thetechnology . There'
s

a

littlehissand a slightdrop in clarity,

but
it'

s

USE IT WITH

Apple [ Pod
Touch
Dock it

,

stream from
it andevenuse it to

access internetradio
- theperfectpartner

certainlynothingworthcomplainingabout
toomuch . Youcanevenmakeandreceive

phone-callsviathedock'
s
built-in

microphone . Soundqualityhere
is fine

,

and
voicesarepickedupwellforthepersonon
theotherend.

This is a great-looking , well-thought-out
andversatileunitthatwouldservemore
thanadequatelyas a replacementforany
ageingmicrosystem . It shouldcertainly
worrythelikes of NM ) andB&W

,
too...

Rating * * * *
*

FORSoundsgreat ; lovelydesignandbuild
;

featurepacked ;

wirelessworkswell

AGAINST Midrangecanbecomehard at high
volumes

; flimsydeviceclamps

VERDICT
A fun-looking , fun-soundingdock

that'
s
wortheverypenny of itsaskingprice

Needs to beat
NADViso 1

£500 * * *
*

*

Thisimpressive
newcomer to the
dock family is a

sonicsuccess
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